


DEESIDE GLIDING CLUB (Aberdeenshire) LI MITED 
N E W S L E T T E R May 197.3 

At the committee meeting on Sunday 29th April matters raised were:-
Fences The fence mentioned last month has been completed. As soon as a 
gate is fixed (field behind trailers) then the cattle can be positively 
kept off during flying. 
Runways. The second landing strip is progressing slowly but still needs 

lotof material d.umped to fill the big dip. We are still talking of 
tarring the existing runway. 
Electricity. We have decided to install mains electricity. This may not 
be for several months but it will give us the much needed ability to do 
repairs and Cs of A. on the site, especially in winter. In this 
connection we are hoping to get a hut by the hangar in which to do such 
repairs. 
Water. Looking well ahead, we are finding out about a mains water supply. 
It has also been suggested that we run a drain along by the railway to 
divert two drains that run under the main road into the boggy area by the 
second strip. 
*** I forgot to mention last month that Jim Spence is to continue to be 
responsible for publicity and that Donald MacAulay is to be social
Convener, in which role he is thinking of organising another Cheese and 
Wine in Aboyne in June. 
Hangar. Doug. Cooper says he will start laying cement inside the back 

hangar this week-end. 
CAIRNGORM GLIDING CLUB A request for reciprocal membership between 
the two clubs was approved. (on the same terms as our reciprocal 
membership arrangement with the ANGUS CLUB .) This means full use of 
the other club facilities at normal rates but with no charge for 



membership to the other club. Must complete a membership and. indemnity 
form though. (To be confirmed by CAIRNGORM Club.) 
Expedition. Alan Middleton is hoping to lead an expedition to the 
CAIRNGORM site at Feshiebridge on Sat. and Sun. June 2nd and 3rd. 
Names on list in the caravan please. This will ·mean that the Cub and 
the Capstan will be away for that week-end. 

**************** 
The Club is now registered for VAT. 
Persons buying items bearing VAT for Club use should 
obtain a proper VAT receipt made out to the Club with 
the sellers Name and VAT No., and showing the amount of VAT. 
allows us to reclaim. 
Note that all monies, including subs.,paid to the Clu on a green 
slip must have 10% VAT added at the bottom. This is easier (arithmetically) 
than increas 0 prices by 10%. 
Jim. Jaffray is our national ladder man, and he has got claim forms 
in the caravan for the high fliers. 
ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY AIR SQUADRON 9PEN DAY SATURDAY 26th MAY 1973
Held at Dyce, is open to invited guests only. Willie Stephen 12 Irvine 
Place, Aberdeen can get you a pass if you want to see a lot of noisy 

aeroplanes like a Belfast, Phantom, Vulcan, Jet ·Provosts, Hunter, 
Varsity, Hercules, and parachute jumping, and Chipmunk aerobatics, 
and spot landings by students(in Chipmunks I assumer) 
There may also be a glider display. (ATC). 



Chairman's Report to the Annual General Meeting of the DEESIDE GLIDING 
CLUB (Aberdeenshire) Limited. 18th March 1973. 

Once again I welcome you all to another A.G. M. of our Gliding Club. 
Finance. I will not say much about thi s but will leave it to the 
capable hands of our Auditor and Treasurer. You will see from the 
balance sheet that we did not make quite as much profit as l ast year. 
Flying fees are up, but a proportion of this is Falke flying, and as 
you all know this is not a clubmachine so the income from this is 
passed on to the owner. In addition to this, we are now having to 
pay rent for the site, and maintain a lot more ground equipment .
. New EquipmentThe Club now _owns the Super Cub having purchased it 
from Alan Middleton. The price paid was £4500 After lengthy 
negotiations with the Scottish Sports Council we finally obtained a 
grant of £2250 towards the purchase of it and at the same time the 
local Education Department gave the Club £450 Again, after lengthy 
negotiations with the Bank, the Club obtained a £2000 overdraft. 
This was possible only because certain club members guaranteed this. 
At this point I would like to thank them, because without them, the 
purchase of the Super Cub would have been impossible. 

The only other piece of new equipment to arrive on the scene, is 
the road-roller. This is a syndicate owned machine but is maintained 
by the Club for which we have exclusive use. 
Site Development As you are probably all aware, we now have a twenty 
year lease of the site. The rent is £100 per annum, plus a launch 
fee of 10 pence per launch Your Committee tried its hardest not to 
have a launch fee as it goes against the grain for pilots to have to 
pay for the privilege of landing. However, the estate was quite
adamant about this, so they had no option. One consolation however, 
the fee was reduced from 15 pence to 10 pence. 

Work is still going on with the new strip, and we hope to get it 
operational as soo as possibl e . 



Members We are still short of members, and with the coming of the 
University Bocian we can ,now cope with a lot more. 
Mid-week Flying At a Committee meeting in August, it was decided to 
hire the gliders and the Super Cub to Alan Middleton. He is to arrange
all mid-week flying and organise courses. This arrangement to last a year 
when it will be reviewed. 
Visitors. During the past year many visitors arrived with and without 
gliders. I think very few, if any, went away unsatisfied. Many gold 
and diamond climbs were gained by them. The most notable one being the 
Capstan, which broke the British 2-seat height record by a considerable 
margin. The Club derives a considerable benefit from these visitors, in 
the form of free advertising, and we should do everything in our power 
to make their stay a welcome and happy one. 
Fund Raising. This has been pretty poor in the past. We did have one 
very successful evening, in the form of a cheese and wine party. This 
made quite a tidy sum and it i pity I could not say the same about 
the other two evenings. I would like to see more of the general public 
money go into club funds By general public I mean everybody who is not 
a club member. Perhaps we might be more successful this coming year. 
Future. I think the future of the club is pretty secure. The next step 
should be to increase the club fleet by the addition of a high performance 
sailplane. Now that we have security of tenure, a clubhouse could be a 
reality within the next year or two. 
Conclusion. In concluding, I think I could say that we have had another 
successful year and take this opportunity to thank the Committee and 
everyone else who helped to make it so. 

Ian Jamieson (chairman) 



ANGUS GLIDING CLUB ANGUS GLIDING CLUB ANGUS GLIDING CLUB ANGUS GLIDING CLUB

by Helen Reid - (secretary Angus Gliding Club )
When Robert asked me to write a few lines for your newsletter, I thought 
it might be difficult to say anything that most of youdon't already 
know. However, here we go and if I bore you, please blame Robert. 
We are now in our third year of operation and feel quite proud of our 
achievements so far. Our fleet of Club Gliders consists of a T21, 
Bocian ( just as good as Willie's Swallow and at tho time of writing, 
still looking (lovingly by some) at our recent purchase of our new 
"never boon used" Pirat. Syndicate gliders consist of the K6E 'which 
you have seen many times at Aboyne, and is owned by the Neill family and 
Les Joiner. Bill Buchan, Jim Buchan, Jim Simpsonand Dr. Badenoch 
have recently taken over the Club's Olympia and have no doubt that 
this will also be seen in your area. 
Moat of our Instructors you know. Ale.x. Watt, Les Joiner and Si Black. 
Recently we have acquired the services of Roy Heslop from R.A.F. Leuchars 
who hopes to bo here for two years. Gordon Neill takes his Instructors 
Course during this month. 
We fly every week-end and on Wednesday evenings in thesummer months. 
Launching is by winch and costs 27p per launch with 2p per minute 
after the first 10 minutes.

Dundee: University a-re now affiliated to the Club and so far, 3 students 
have gone solo. R.A.F. Leuchars have block membership which allows 
all R.A.F. personnel to fly. 

The reciprocal arrangement we have with your Club has enabled 



quite a number of us to feel quite at home' with you all and I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank you for your friendship and 
hospitality whenever we visit you. We only wish we could return this 
hospitalitymore often than we do. We would be delighted to see more 
Deeside members pay us a visit . The beer here is quite good too!
And what of the future? Well, our main objective isour own site. 
While we appreciate theadvantages we haveat Condor the lack. of 
security over the site is always at the backof our minds so we are
now looking around. So watch out Deeside - we are catching up ! 

From the Angus Club to you all - good wishes and may your publicity 
never grow less. 

******************** 

GROUND OPERATIONS
Once again we seem to be having to take panic measures to clear the 
runway of gliders and vehicles when another glider is coming in to 
land. No doubt this is due to the increasing number of gliders at 
Aboyne but certain basic procedures (as written on the notice board 
in the hangar) are not being observed. Let me summarise our procedures 
for the use of the runway. 
i. Before positioning a glider on the runway for take-off, the pilot 
should be ready for take-off, and preferably in the glider. If it is 
impractical to push the glider with the pilot in, he at least should 
have his parachute on and checks done. For instance both briefing and 
checks should have been covered. No glider is to be positioned on the 



runway if there is another in the circuit. 
2. When landing, allow room for another glider to land behind.
3. Remove glider BY HANDD - do not drive a vehicle onto the runway. 
4. Retrieve glider by vehicle to the north of the runway. 
5. LEND A HAND IN MOVING GLIDERS

****** 

' 
' ' 

There has been some progress on our 2nd runway - a little 
more participation in this project will give us a separate 
launch poin t and landing run, and this willease congestion 
and speed up the flow of launches 

. Alan J. Middleton C.F.I. 

================== 

We are now keeping monthly totals of our flying (with the log sheets) 
I'll put in the latest available total in each newsletter. 

1973 (F=flight) 

Jan. Cub Auster Capstan $wallow Private Visitors Total 
F H M F H M F H M F H M F H M F H M flights 

64 9 21 4 12 7 16 7 37 1 2 57 7 2 43 64 
Feb 136 19 03 17 5 49 76 31 28 020 19 13 8 6 32 35 31 39 153 

Mar 273 39 34 44 8 00 89 42 14 27 15 24 39 24 45 159 264 44 320 

Duty Instructor Lis.t. a.m. 2pmm. change over 
May
5th a.m. A. Middleton J.Bisset W.stephen. 

p.m. R.Rothnie A.Mitchell 6th a.m. J.Bisset R.Rothnie A. Middleton 
p.m. J.Scarsbrook R.Wilson 

12th a. m. A. Middleton I.Jamieson W.Stephen
p.m. I.Lovie J.Milne 

13th a.m. I.Lovie I.Jamieson R.Wilson
p. m. J.Scarsbrook J.Milne 

19th a.m. J.Scarsbrook J.Bisset A.Mitchell
p.m. Instr. training R.Rothnie I.Lovio 

20th a.m. A. Middleton I.Jamieson R.Wilson
p.m. I.Lovie I.Jamieson . 

26th AS WEEK ONE.27th 
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