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General Flying Rules - Runways

• In normal operations launch on the North runway (09 or 27) & land on the 
South runway (09 or 27).  

• Roll to the end of the runway on landing to allow other gliders to land behind –
if you cannot do this consistently ask for some 2 seater instruction.

• If a runway is blocked, or it’s busy, any of the runways (or fields) may be used for 
landing.  

• Maximum effort shall be made by everyone to clear the runways as quickly as 
possible.

• Yellow lines across the runways are there to mark the useable portion of the 
runway, lines diagonally across the runways delineate the grass strips.  They 
should not be used as reference points.

• Grass runway 12/30 is available for landings only (it may be the best option in a 
strong cross-wind).  

o On 30, aim to stop before the intersection with 27 south. On 12, aim to touch 
down just after the intersection of 09 North. 

o In all cases, pilots must make radio calls broadcasting their intention to use 
this runway and be aware of any potentially conflicting traffic that may be 
using 09 or 27

• Runway 05/23 is maintained for emergency use only (launch failure/low circuit), 
the portion between the main runways is very rough.
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Circuit Pattern

• Left hand circuits when the wind is straight down the runway

• If there is any crosswind, the circuit is to be flown on the downwind side to 
avoid turbulence

• If in doubt check with the Launch Point Controller on conditions who will 
advise accordingly.

• When returning from a soaring flight, listen to the radio for circuit traffic and 
plan your descent accordingly

• The recommended arrival height to the airfield is 1500’ this will give you time to 
assess the circuit and conditions, complete checks and make any necessary 
calls to crews etc. prior to landing.

• Please make a “5 minute” or similar call when you are preparing to land – it 
alerts your crew and gives situational awareness to other pilots.

• Three radio calls in the circuit if possible - Downwind – Base – Finals.   
Downwind call is mandatory. 

• Frequency 118.665MHz



Circuit Pattern

Airproxes in the circuit are a relatively common 
occurrence - What can we do to reduce the risk?

• Down-wind, Base and Final 
radio calls in standard 
positions.

• “5 minutes” call if able

• Always get briefed on circuit 
direction by Duty Instructor/ 
Duty Pilot/Launch-point 
Controller and fly that 
standard circuit (unless wind 
clearly favours a different 
circuit)

• Don’t land reciprocal

• No Radio? Then fix it or get a 
replacement.

• Always have working Flarm

“Aboyne 
Traffic, LVO 

Downwind RH 
27S”

“Aboyne Traffic, 
LVO Base-leg 

RH 27S”

“Aboyne 
Traffic, LVO 
Final 27S”

High Key Area,

Height suitable 

for conditions
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Airfield Operations

• Everyone needs to work together to make the airfield operations work 
smoothly & safely.

• Roll to the very end of the runway each and every time they land, leaving the 
entire run behind them for others to land. If you cannot do this, you must 
practice, in a 2-seater.

• When a glider has landed, it must be cleared immediately – BY HAND. 

• All crews and pilots on the ground should be on hand to help clear gliders 
irrespective of whether it is theirs or not.

o In the event of a mass landing all available crews and members to assist 
clearing the runways 

▪ No cars on the runway

o Towing of gliders is restricted to the designated tow track not the runways. 

o Clear gliders by hand, before hitching to a car. 

o Cars on the tow track should be less than 10mph.

• Park gliders well clear and to the north of the tow track.



Launch Failure/Emergency Fields

• If possible land straight ahead in a launch failure

• An abbreviated circuit into good fields below/behind you may be your best option if 
you cannot land ahead.

• If you cannot land ahead, know which way you will turn

o Conventionally turn downwind and continue turn to land into wind

o If a reciprocal landing on the airfield is possible, then turning to position for 12 or 30 
may be a better option. 
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Very rough 
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?

X
X



• Familiarise yourself with the ICAO Sheet 2150 ABCD 
Scotland (Edition 37) 1/2mil chart (Scotland, Orkney & 
Shetland). You can purchase a copy of the current 
edition from the office.

• All gliders must carry a current aeronautical chart.

• Flying from Aboyne you must use a moving map with 
current airspace loaded and be familiar with its use. 
Aeronautical software on a smartphone is OK if you 
have no better alternative.

Airspace



Airspace – Local Area

• Aberdeen CTA (Class D)
Starts 1.5nm to the East of the 
airfield, at the A93/B9094 junction 
in Aboyne village, from which it 
extends 020 to lnsch.
Vertical dimensions are 3000ft ALT 
- FL 115 reducing to SFC - FL 115 

• Contact Aberdeen Radar (119.055) 
for clearance in the Class D 
airspace.

• Access to FL100 – FL195
Transponder equipped gliders can 
access without a clearance.
Non transponder - NOTAM needs 
to be requested by 15.00 day 
previous.
Activated by telephone to Scottish 
from the clubhouse.

• See whiteboard outside the office 
for NOTAMS – check the date !



Airspace – Local Area

If you are above 2400ft with Aboyne 
QFE set, you risk infringing Class D 
airspace east and south of the Airfield

Always - have a working moving map with 
airspace enabled.

If in doubt either:

1) stay below 2400ft with QFE set 
(2800ft on QNH), or;

2) Stay west of the airfield.  

Always - have your transponder on, even 
when flying local. 

Ideally - If you’re near the airspace, set 
119.055 on dual watch on your radio and 
listen for a call from Aberdeen.

Even better- Aberdeen has a Transponder 
frequency monitoring code, that tells them 
you are listening on their frequency:  

• Set 4270 on the transponder 

• 119.055 on dual watch on the radio. 

• Remember to reset 7000 on the 
transponder when clear of airspace.



Airspace – Airways

• Tay CTA (P600 Airway)
Class A airspace Aligned 
from Aberdeen CTA to Perth VOR 
– starts at FL55 south of the 
airfield and rises to FL245 Scottish 
Control 124.500

• May be crossed subject to Letter 
of Agreement - see the WiKi

• Moray CTA (N560 Airway)
Class E airway and TMZ Between 
Inverness and Glasgow, 5500ft 
MSL in south, FL95 north

• Transponder equipped gliders 
can access.  

• Strongly advised to listen out on 
127.275 (Scottish Control) and 
suggest making a courtesy call 
with intentions.  

• Non transponder gliders must 
call Scottish Control or Inverness 
(nearest to CTA) to access



Airspace – Wave Boxes

• Wave Boxes – TRA (G)
Aboyne box FL195 – FL240. See 
information outside the office 
for coordinates. Wave box has 
to be activated with Scottish by 
telephone from the clubhouse 
– available 2 hours after the call.
• Must - listen out on 130.105 

while above FL195
• Be aware - Aboyne wave box 

overlaps Aberdeen Class D.  
Other wave boxes only 
available at weekends and 
holidays – again need 
activation with Scottish Area 
Control. 

• Flight outside the wave boxes 
and above FL195 requires a 
transponder and ATC clearance 
Scottish Control - 124.500 (east) 
Scottish Control – 127.275 (west)



Airspace – Summary (outside office)



Safety

Tug Upsets – What can we do?

• No distractions during the tow!

• Focus on the tug – not the radio, 
the view, the air-vents, the 
launch-failure fields (you briefed 
them already, didn’t you!) 

• Release immediately if:

• You drop a wing or depart the runway 
during take-off

• You cannot see the tug

• You cannot hold station

• The tug waves you off



Safety

Over/Undershoots – What can we do?

• Arrive at the airfield with plenty 
of height to assess the 
conditions – sink, lift, winds etc. 
and plan your circuit and 
approach speed

• Become a “landing pilot”, not a 
“soaring/cross-country pilot”

• Think about landing 
eventualities

• What are your options?

• What will you do if you balloon, get 
dumped by turbulence? 

• Keep the 27S overshoot area 
clear.



Safety

Runway Incursions 
– What can we do?

• Stop, Look, Listen and keep looking as 
you cross a runway

• Don’t assume gliders will always land on 
the South runway.  They don’t.

• Look at the beacons at the 09 end – if 
they are lit, an aircraft is landing
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Local Airspace – useful ground features
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If you are above 2400ft with Aboyne QFE set, 
you risk infringing Class D airspace east and 
south of the Airfield.

Always have a working moving map with airspace 
enabled.

Ground features south of Aboyne that mark the 
airspace:

1. Stay west of the line of high hills (~ 1000ft AAL) on 
the east side of Glen Tanar

2. Stay west of Aboyne Village

3. Aboyne Bridge is below (inside) airspace

4. The west end of the small island by Aboyne 
Bridge marks the west extent of airspace 

5. Radio mast on hill south of Aboyne is below 
(inside) airspace

If you can see these features while looking west 
and above 2500ft, you are inside airspace
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